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ate in September 2015, the first timbers of a large i

structure began to emerge from the excavation of a site TR ;

for a hotel on the waterfront of Alexandria, Virginia. |
Historic documents indicated the presence of a large warehouse, £ »~‘ -

but it was unknown whether the remains of the structure had
survived more than two hundred years of urban development.

The warehouse was constructed by John Carlyle at the behest of -
the Trustees of Alexandria in 1755 [Alexandria Archaeology].
This would be the City’s first public works project, when the

town was only six years old, and Virginia still a British colony.

The Trustees leased the building to merchants and businessmen

through the end of the 18th century. It was in this warehouse 3

that Andrew Wales Started the tOWIl’S firSt brewery. Figure 1. The Thunderl.)i.;'d Archaeolog; crew. posing with the
uncovered 1755 Carlyle Warehouse.
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Figure 2. MAC Lab Conservation staff rigging timbers for crane lifts.

he Carlyle Warehouse is the earliest historic structure archaeologically

excavated in Alexandria to date. The preservation of the wood frame
foundation exceeded all expectations. The large beams were supported by
stone piers and connected with mortise and tenon joints as well as dowelled
lap and finger joints. In addition to the foundation, floor boards and
sections of collapsed wall and ceiling framing were also preserved. The over-
all dimensions of the structure measured 24 feet wide by 90 feet long. Only
the eastern-most section of the structure’s foundation was destroyed by
previous development activity. Barrels, glass bottles and tools associated
with the building were recovered. Other remains on the site included house

. . . . . . Figure 4. MAC Lab Conservation staff excavating the warehouse floorboards.
foundations, a brick-lined well, three privies and a fragment of a large ship. i ¥ xcavating the w
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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